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These days, knowing who you do business with is more 

important than ever. At Farm Credit of New Mexico, we’re more 

than bankers. We’re farmers and ranchers, too. We have a unique 

understanding of the � nancial tools and services you need to 

succeed – with none of the big bank attitude.
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They’ve done it again!  The quilting 
team of Donna Barnitz and Colleen 
Konetzni have created another 
masterpiece for the NMF&LB’s 
Women’s Leadership Committee to 
raffle off as a fundraiser.  This quilt 
will be an easy sell as ticket buyers 
will appreciate the hand-stitched 
artistry, the specially-dyed fabrics 
and the beautiful rendering of a girl 
looking wistfully for home after a 
hard day working cattle with her loyal 
Australian Shepherd by her side. 

In reality, the girl is Katie Dunn, 
a 2011 graduate of NMSU.  Katie 
has been riding horses since she 
was eight and competed on the New 
Mexico Reining Horse Association 
circuit.  The horse pictured here is an 
AQHA registered gelding -  Panchee 
Bar, nicknamed Magnum.  Katie also 
competed as a member of NMSU’s 
Ranch Horse Team, winning high-
point Limited Non Pro rider in several 
individual shows. She also participated 
on an NMSU team that competed at 
the National Collegiate Stock Horse 
Championship Show in Lubbock, 
Texas where they finished third. 

NMF&LB’s Women’s Leadership Committee
Raffles Quilt to Fund Benevolent & Educational Activities

Fall is finally here! No, it hasn’t really 
cooled down yet, but it won’t be long. 
Archery season is open for deer, as is 
dove season and the fair is just around 
the corner. The county fair taught me a 
lot as a kid, never ride the spinning rides; 
you can get too much cotton candy, and 
never ever do both on the same day! I 
learned that contests are not always fair, 
because even if you try really hard, you 
may not win. I also learned that no matter 
how your animal placed in the judging 
barn you can still take pride in all the hard 
work that it took to get there. Oh, I also 
learned just how much I hate sheep! 

I was about six years old, not old 
enough to be in 4-H, but my older 
brother was. As fate would have it both 
of his lambs ended up in the same class. 

Our ever-resourceful agent decided that 
I could show one of the lambs for him. 
I saw the problem right away. We had 
spent all summer doing everything we 
could do to put muscle on these lambs. 
Special diet, served in a feeder that made 
them strain just to eat, an alley full of 
jumps that we chased them through 
relentlessly, and homemade harnesses 
that we put on them to skid logs with. By 
fair time they looked like woolen clad 
Arnold Schwarzeneggers. I on the other 
hand looked like a four foot tall fence 
stave. Nervous as I was, a little more than 
half way through the show I thought I 
just might make it.

My lamb followed the others, and was 
even letting me set him up to show off 
for the judge. Then, without warning, the 

judge reached out and touched my lamb, 
activating his fight or flight instinct. He 
chose both! Flight from the judge and 
fight with me; the lamb took off like a 
shot while I took a death grip on his left 
ear. Desperate to prove that I was no sissy 
and certainly no smarter than the wooly 
beast, I threw my legs around him and 
what started out as a lamb show was 
now a wooly riding. At some point my 
legs became entangled with his and we 
crashed to the ground in sort of an upside 
down bulldogger position. I still had 
ahold of that ear and wouldn’t let go until 
he had been secured with a halter. The 
judge must have been impressed with the 
physical prowess of the lamb because he 
made the sale. On the other hand maybe 
he was afraid to send him back home 
with me…. I still hold a grudge.   

Tickets for the queen-size quilt 
are $5 each or three for $10 and the 
winning ticket will be drawn at Ag 
Fest in Santa Fe, Tuesday, January 
24th.  The proceeds from this raffle, 
along with sales of the 
“love to eat?” t-shirts, 
help fund participation 
in various Women’s 
Leadership Committee 
activities including the 
AFBF WLC national 
meeting  and the Women in 
Ag Leadership Conference.  
The WLC also uses these 
funds to support the Ronald 
McDonald House during 
the annual Food Check-Out 
Day.  Last year they spent 
over $1,000 to re-stock the 
RM pantry with beef and 
staples.

“This is a great way to 
support the activities of the 
WLC while maybe winning 
a beautiful piece of art,” said 
Traci Williams, Coordinator 
for the WLC.  Tickets are 
available through Traci 

(505-238-2425), from several WLC 
members throughout the state, and 
will be sold at our Annual Meeting in 
November and at Ag Fest in January.

Farm & Ranch Page 5

Fall is Here
by Aron Balok



Farm & Ranch Page 6 September 2011

New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau’s
2011 Annual Meeting 

November 17 - 19, Hotel Albuquerque at Old Town
Thursday, November 17
10:00 am Early Registration

10:30 am Young Farmers &
	 Ranchers Committee

12:00 pm Women’s
	 Leadership Committee 		
Luncheon

1:30 pm General Session
	 President Mike White
	 Presiding

2:00 pm Dan Durheim, 
	 Executive Director of the 	
	 AFB Foundation

3:00 pm YF&R Discussion 	
	 Meet

4:00 pm “What do Consumers 	
	 Believe” by Charlie Arnot,
	 CEO, Center for Food
	 Integrity

5:30 pm Vespers

Friday, November 18
8:30 am “Year in Review and
	 Look Ahead to the 2012
	 Legislative Session”
	 President Mike White

9:00 am “How to be an
	 Advocate for Agriculture” 	
	 by Chris Chinn, Missouri 	
	 Hog Farmer

11:00 am County Caucuses
	 Districts I, III, and V

12:00 pm General
	 Membership Luncheon

1:00 pm Collegiate
	 Discussion Meet

2:00 pm Annual Business
	 Session
	 Financial Reports
	 County Awards
	 Election of Officers
	 Eelction of State Board

3:30 pm State Board of
	 Directors	 Reorganization 	
	 Meeting

6:00 pm Social Hour

6:30 pm 93rd Annual
	 Meeting Banquet
	 Awards for:
	 Educator of the Year
	 Media Person of the Year
	 Volunteer of the Year
	 Distinguished Service
		  to Agriculture
	 Farm Family of the Year

8:00 pm Dance to the music
	 of the Spur Ride Band

Saturday, November 19
7:00 am State Board and 		
	 County Presidents
	 Breakfast

8:30 am Adoption of Policy
	 Resolutions

Don’t Forget!

The Collegiate
Farm Bureau

Silent Auction
will be Friday,

November 18th.
Bring your auction 

items and
your checkbook!

 

Hotel Information
Hotel Albuquerque

at Old Town
800 Rio Grande Blvd NW

Rooms are $99 a night and you 
can make reservations by calling 

1-800-237-2133.
Ask for the New Mexico Farm 
and Livestock Bureau rate or 
mention block code GRPZ32.

NMF&LB 2011
Annual Meeting

Registration Form
Name:__________________

Address:________________

_______________________

County:________________

____Full Registration $50
	 (One person - all inclusive)

____Child Registration $25
	 (age 6-18, under 6 are free)

Payment:

___Check (#)_____________

___Bill County:___________

Mail to:
	 NMF&LB
	 2220 N. Telshor
	 Las Cruces, NM  88011

Questions?
Call Theresa Widner at
the office, 575-532-4703 or
on her cell, 575-312-6197.
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Peace of mind 
for life

Au t o   |   H o m e   |   FA r m / r A n c H   |   L I F e 
B u s I n e s s   |   c o L L e g e   |   r e t I r e m e n t

Ensuring financial security for you  
and those you care about most is more 
important than ever. Life insurance 
can help provide that security, along 
with guarantees1 and peace of mind. 

Contact your Farm Bureau agent  
to review your life insurance needs 
and learn how we can make it simple 
to help secure your family’s financial 
future. 

1The guarantees expressed are based on the claims-paying ability of Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company. securities & services offered through equitrust marketing services, LLc+, 5400 university Ave., 
West Des moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, member sIPc. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/  
West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services  © 2011 FBL Financial Group, Inc.  LI141-ML (8-11)

NM-Life(8-11).indd   1 8/15/11   2:43 PM
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