











Thanksgiving Thoughts

Not everyone has a car, owns a home,
carries a cell phone, can swim, knows the
18th president and can hum “Blue Eyes
Cryin’ in the Rain.”

But everyone in this country, rich or
homeless, conservative, liberal, gray,
green, black, white, brown or yellow eats
what we in agriculture produce; every-

one, no exceptions.

Do those of you who farm and ranch
think about the lives you touch? Steve
Jobs invented Apple computers, Oprah
Winfrey had a talk show that reached

canned peas, a drumstick, a Happy Meal,
or pumpkin pie. Regardless of what is
on their plate it started in some farmer’s
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I don’t mean to be boastful. 1 don’t
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Rowling sold 450 million Harry Potter
books, and 111 million watched Super-
bowl XLV.. talk about reaching out! But
everyday, every person eats something
you produce. Your contribution to their
well-being exceeds Hollywood, the No-
bel Prize or their psychiatrist. The pub-
lic’s dependence on your ability to keep
them fed is deeper than their need to text,
jog, work, play golf, or go to school. You
are more essential to their lives than their
bookie, their broker, their drug dealer,
their teacher, their boss, or even...their
best friend!

This week we celebrate the Thanks-
giving holiday. It’s still a real holiday,
you can tell because most of the work
force gets the day off! I think of it as a
time when we thank God for the bless-
ings we have been given. Usually the
Thanksgiving table is covered with food.
Food, that we in agriculture produced.
Even the needy in soup kitchens, home-
alone-bachelors, single mothers, on-duty
soldiers, and orbiting astronauts will eat
something we grew; a piece of ham,

giving diner to remember the farmer’s
contribution to their day. Many praises
will fall upon the one who cooked the
meal. That is due, but without mention-
ing the farmers who grow it is like prais-
ing the painter of the bridge while the
man who designed and constructed it,
stands in the shadows.

It is common to hear that farming is a
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its importance is much more profound. I
agree that what we who work the land do,
is noble, but more, it is as vital to their
lives as air and water.

What they eat is the gift of our labors
and somewhere down deep as they sit
down to Thanksgiving dinner Thurs-
day, they might conjure up a picture of
a farmer leaning on a hoe, or a cowboy
on a horse. That thought might just be
the connection that helps them under-
stand where their food comes from...real
people.
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Valencia County Farm Bureau Member
Named Citizen of the Year

Congratulations to Matthew
Aragon, a member of Valencia County
Farm Bureau who was recently
named Valencia County’s Citizen
of the Year. In choosing Aragon,
the Valencia County News-Bulletin
cited his enthusiasm for agriculture
and his willingness to help a younger
generation get started in farming and
ranching. At age 33, Aragon falls
well below 57 which, according to
the USDA, is the average age of the
American farmer, but he has a lot of
agricultural experience to share.

Aragon’s roots run deep in Valencia
County, his family came to the area
in 1739 from the Province of Aragon
in Spain. Their original land grant
was drawn on a sheep’s hide and he

and another 150 which he leases
from a cousin. He farms alfalfa,
sorghum and triticale, and owns
23 Limousin cows which he
crosses with a Hereford bull.

He has been instrumental in
the foundation of the Los Lunas
High School student farm which
he and Valencia County Farm
Bureau President Janet Jarratt
started in order to give FFA
students hands-on experience
with raising crops.

According to the Valencia
County News-Bulletin,

Aragon “feels he is in a race
against urban sprawl to protect
agriculture for future farmers
and retain food security for the
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land passed down from his great-
grandfather.

He farms eight acres which
originally belonged to his grandfather
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Photo by Deborah Fox, Los
Lunas Reporter, Valencia
County News-Bulletin
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We are returning to
Sweeney.
Reserve your Booth Today! |

Date: January 24, 2012
Location: Santa Fe Convention Center

Time: Bpm - 9pm
Cost: 8 X 10 ft booth $350
First Come, First Serve Basis

Join all of agriculture for an evening
promoting New Mexico agricultural
products and producers.
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As you plan for your future years,
it's wise to consider your options,
outline your goals and fine-tune your
expectations. Your Farm Bureau agent
can help make it simple for you to:

Continue your standard of living.
Remain in control of your finances.
Maintain your independence.

Make the most of your future years

by staying in control. Contact your
Farm Bureau agent today.

"-®
FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance « Investments

www.fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC.
Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company**, Western Agricultural Insurance Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company**/West Des Moines, IA. *Affiliates
*Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2011 FBL Financial Group, Inc. A131-ML (10-11)
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