








Farm & Ranch Page 5November 2011

 Congratulations to Matthew 
Aragon, a member of Valencia County 
Farm Bureau who was recently 
named Valencia County’s Citizen 
of the Year.  In choosing Aragon, 
the Valencia County News-Bulletin 
cited his enthusiasm for agriculture 
and his willingness to help a younger 
generation get started in farming and 
ranching.  At age 33, Aragon falls 
well below 57 which, according to 
the USDA, is the average age of the 
American farmer, but he has a lot of 
agricultural experience to share. 

Aragon’s roots run deep in Valencia 
County, his family came to the area 
in 1739 from the Province of Aragon 
in Spain.  Their original land grant 
was drawn on a sheep’s hide and he 
�L�V���W�K�H���¿�I�W�K���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��
land passed down from his great-
grandfather.

He farms eight acres which 
originally belonged to his grandfather 

and another 150 which he leases 
from a cousin.  He farms alfalfa, 
sorghum and triticale, and owns 
23 Limousin cows which he 
crosses with a Hereford bull. 

He has been instrumental in 
the foundation of the Los Lunas 
High School student farm which 
he and Valencia County Farm 
Bureau President Janet Jarratt 
started in order to give FFA 
students hands-on experience 
with raising crops.

According to the Valencia 
County News-Bulletin, 
Aragon “feels he is in a race 
against urban sprawl to protect 
agriculture for future farmers 
and retain food security for the 
county and the country.”  

Photo by Deborah Fox, Los
Lunas Reporter, Valencia
County News-Bulletin
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Valencia County Farm Bureau Member
Named Citizen of the Year

Not everyone has a car, owns a home, 
carries a cell phone, can swim, knows the 
18th president and can hum “Blue Eyes 
Cryin’ in the Rain.”

But everyone in this country, rich or 
homeless, conservative, liberal, gray, 
green, black, white, brown or yellow eats 
what we in agriculture produce; every-

one, no exceptions.
Do those of you who farm and ranch 

think about the lives you touch?  Steve 
Jobs invented Apple computers, Oprah 
Winfrey had a talk show that reached 
���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���¿�Y�H���G�D�\�V���D���Z�H�H�N�����-���.����
Rowling sold 450 million Harry Potter 
books, and 111 million watched Super-
bowl XLV…talk about reaching out!  But 
everyday, every person eats something 
you produce.  Your contribution to their 
well-being exceeds Hollywood, the No-
bel Prize or their psychiatrist.  The pub-
lic’s dependence on your ability to keep 
them fed is deeper than their need to text, 
jog, work, play golf, or go to school.  You 
are more essential to their lives than their 
bookie, their broker, their drug dealer, 
their teacher, their boss, or even…their 
best friend!

This week we celebrate the Thanks-
giving holiday.  It’s still a real holiday, 
you can tell because most of the work 
force gets the day off!  I think of it as a 
time when we thank God for the bless-
ings we have been given.  Usually the 
Thanksgiving table is covered with food.  
Food, that we in agriculture produced.  
Even the needy in soup kitchens, home-
alone-bachelors, single mothers, on-duty 
soldiers, and orbiting astronauts will eat 
something we grew; a piece of ham, 

canned peas, a drumstick, a Happy Meal, 
or pumpkin pie.  Regardless of what is 
on their plate it started in some farmer’s 
�S�D�V�W�X�U�H���R�U���S�O�R�Z�H�G���¿�H�O�G��

I don’t mean to be boastful.  I don’t 
even expect the average urban Thanks-
giving diner to remember the farmer’s 
contribution to their day.  Many praises 
will fall upon the one who cooked the 
meal.  That is due, but without mention-
ing the farmers who grow it is like prais-
ing the painter of the bridge while the 
man who designed and constructed it, 
stands in the shadows.

It is common to hear that farming is a 
�³�1�R�E�O�H�� �&�D�O�O�L�Q�J���´�� �� �7�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �À�D�W�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �E�X�W��
its importance is much more profound.  I 
agree that what we who work the land do, 
is noble, but more, it is as vital to their 
lives as air and water.

What they eat is the gift of our labors 
and somewhere down deep as they sit 
down to Thanksgiving dinner Thurs-
day, they might conjure up a picture of 
a farmer leaning on a hoe, or a cowboy 
on a horse.  That thought might just be 
the connection that helps them under-
stand where their food comes from…real 
people.

www.baxterblack.com
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THANKSGIVING IN THE
2009 RECESSION

 This Thanksgiving I am thankful for 
many things large and small.  For instance, 
on the world stage I am thankful that Sad-
�G�D�P���+�X�V�V�H�L�Q���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���J�R�W���Z�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���F�R�P-
ing.  But I’m also thankful for more per-
sonal things like the fact that there are still 
airports and convenience stores that have 

pay phones!  They are as rare as a kind 
word for a legislator, but they are essential 
to us Verizaphobics!
 I’m thankful that we have not had a 
terrorist act in our country since 9-11, due 
to the strength and dedication of our troops 
who are still stationed around the world in 
harm’s way.  On a small note it is comfort-
�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �,�� �F�D�Q�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �¿�Q�G�� �D�� �U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�V��
not a chain store.  One where the chef is 
really a chef and not a reheater!
 I’m thankful to see roads being built 
and repaired as part of our economic stimu-
lus plan.  It’s long overdue and it is creating 
jobs.  Less world-shaking, I’m thankful I 
have friends and family who care enough 
to remind me of an anniversary, birthday, 
or obscure paid bank holiday that I prob-
ably would have forgotten.
 I think it stems from being part of the 
agrarian community where every day’s a 
holiday, or a work day, depending on your 
point of view.  The livestock need fed rain 
or shine, Sunday or Monday, July 4th or 
April 15th.
 This year I am particularly thankful to 
the pharmaceutical companies and univer-
sity research scientists who have given us 
the miracles of modern medicine.  Every-
where I turn our countrymen are living lon-

ger, healthier lives.  I have loved ones who 
have been victims of heart attacks, Parkin-
son’s, or cancer that a generation ago was a 
death sentence, but today I can call them on 
the phone and talk about something else!
 I’m thankful for the abundant, safe 
food supply that is brought to us by modern 
agriculture and taken completely for grant-
ed.   Nobody goes hungry because there 
isn’t enough food produced.  Repeat after 
me, “God is great and God is good, and we 
thank Him for this food.”
 I’ve always been aware that I didn’t 
have to worry about my weight.  I am 
thankful for that.  Oh, sure, I wish I had 
a full head of hair, that I didn’t have hay 
fever, or I could sing but, ya know, ya can’t 
have everything, so I’m thankful for what I 
do have.
�� �$�Q�G�� �¿�Q�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�L�V�� �7�K�D�Q�N�V�J�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �,�¶�P��
grateful that I have God in my life.  It would 
be bleak if our existence on Earth had no 
purpose, no meaning.  There wouldn’t be 
much point in having a Thanksgiving Day  
and that would hurt.  Because this Thursday 
I’ll be sitting at the table with my family, 
including Mother, who is ninety.  I count 
my blessings and thank God every time she 
smiles at me.

www.baxterblack.com

Thanksgiving Thoughts
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As you plan for your future years, 
it’s wise to consider your options, 
outline your goals and fine-tune your 
expectations. Your Farm Bureau agent 
can help make it simple for you to:

  v Continue your standard of living.
  v Remain in control of your finances.
  v Maintain your independence. 

Make the most of your future years  
by staying in control. Contact your  
Farm Bureau agent today.

Enjoy   
Retirement

On your  
Terms
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