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The sound of cottonwood trees being 
rustled by a slight breeze combined with the 
splashing water of the Rio Penasco made 
for a relaxing sound track as participants in 
Project Healing Waters and their volunteer 
guides from the Mesilla Valley Flyfishers 
tried their luck casting a line this past May.  
The event was held at Jim and Earlene 
Ellet’s ranch between Elk and Hope.  When 
you ask these Otero County Farm Bureau 
members why they host the fishermen 
they explain that “the soldiers deserve 
the opportunity to relax. They’ve done so 
much for our country, it’s the least we can 
do to show our appreciation.”

The goal is not so much actually catching 
fish, but finding a way for these war veterans 
to soothe their nerves.  Many are suffering 
from post-traumatic stress disorder and 
are constantly on-guard thus the National 
Project healing Waters Flyfishing Project 
was initiated.  According to their website 
they are “dedicated to the physical and 
emotional rehabilitation of disabled active 
military service personnel and veterans 

Farm Bureau Family Hosts Healing Waters
												            by Dalene Hodnett

In the southwest the price of hay can be 
daunting to horse owners.  I keep our ranch 
horses up in the corral.  When hay gets above 
$10.00 a bale, I actually weigh each feeding!

Clyde has a little band of broodmares on his 
southern California operation.  His place is 
sandwiched by irrigated alfalfa fields to the 
west and 5,000 acres of desert to the east.  To 

save money on his feed bill, the neighboring 
farmer lets him pick up ‘tags’ after the field 
is cut.  Tags are what’s left after the baling is 
complete.

One hot evening he and his faithful wife 
and horse lover took their old ’85 Isuzu 4x4 
diesel pickup into the neighbor’s field to pick 
up tags.  She drove slowly down the rows 
followed by Clyde who was pitchforking hay 
into the bed.  She had to put the truck in first 
and low to keep it slow enough for him to 
keep up.  It crawled along.

The ends of the rows where the baler turns 
garners the most hay.  As the pickup turned 
sideways to Clyde, he tossed in a forkful.  
‘It felt heavy,’ he thought.  He glanced up 
and watched the hay float into the bed and 
a 3 and a half foot snake, carried by its own 
momentum, shoot out of the cloud of stems 
and leaves, arc through the open window and 
slap onto the dashboard!

He shouted a warning to his wife, which was 
not necessary, she was already half-way to 
the house!  The truck puttered along in first 
and low.   Clyde raced to catch up!  Running 
along side the open driver’s door he reached 
in for the ignition.  The snake was now in the 
seat and struck out at Clyde!  Clyde fell back, 
snagging the toe of his right boot on the heel 

of his left, and cart-wheeled to the ground!
As he watched from the gopher’s eye-view, 
the little pickup banged over a border ditch, 
punched through the two strand hot-wire 
fence and shoved its way into the mare 
pasture.  Upon seeing the clunking vehicle 
coming their way dragging 300 feet of hot-
wire, the ten mares and one cocky stallion 
stampeded across the pasture and crashed 
through the hot wire on the other side!  They 
escaped into the desert.

Finally, the little truck stalled.  Clyde’s wife 
came to get him in the other pickup.  It took 
them 2 hours to find and gather the mares, in 
the dark, and they went to bed exhausted.

Next day they went out to fix the fence.  The 
Isuzu squatted calmly in the morning sun, 
both doors shut.  Armed with a hoe Clyde 
opened the door as his wife stood by with a 
cell phone, sure that she would have to call 
911 and report a snake bite victim.  Clyde 
poked and prodded around in the cab, then 
carefully tilted the front seat forward.  He 
screamed!  His wife screamed!  Then he 
fell back laughing, hysterical in relief.  She 
peeked inside.  A grumpy gopher snake 
looked up at her as if to say, “Why can’t we 
all just get along?”

www.baxterblack.com
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THANKSGIVING IN THE
2009 RECESSION

 This Thanksgiving I am thankful for 
many things large and small.  For instance, 
on the world stage I am thankful that Sad-
�G�D�P���+�X�V�V�H�L�Q���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���J�R�W���Z�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���F�R�P-
ing.  But I’m also thankful for more per-
sonal things like the fact that there are still 
airports and convenience stores that have 

pay phones!  They are as rare as a kind 
word for a legislator, but they are essential 
to us Verizaphobics!
 I’m thankful that we have not had a 
terrorist act in our country since 9-11, due 
to the strength and dedication of our troops 
who are still stationed around the world in 
harm’s way.  On a small note it is comfort-
�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �,�� �F�D�Q�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �¿�Q�G�� �D�� �U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�V��
not a chain store.  One where the chef is 
really a chef and not a reheater!
 I’m thankful to see roads being built 
and repaired as part of our economic stimu-
lus plan.  It’s long overdue and it is creating 
jobs.  Less world-shaking, I’m thankful I 
have friends and family who care enough 
to remind me of an anniversary, birthday, 
or obscure paid bank holiday that I prob-
ably would have forgotten.
 I think it stems from being part of the 
agrarian community where every day’s a 
holiday, or a work day, depending on your 
point of view.  The livestock need fed rain 
or shine, Sunday or Monday, July 4th or 
April 15th.
 This year I am particularly thankful to 
the pharmaceutical companies and univer-
sity research scientists who have given us 
the miracles of modern medicine.  Every-
where I turn our countrymen are living lon-

ger, healthier lives.  I have loved ones who 
have been victims of heart attacks, Parkin-
son’s, or cancer that a generation ago was a 
death sentence, but today I can call them on 
the phone and talk about something else!
 I’m thankful for the abundant, safe 
food supply that is brought to us by modern 
agriculture and taken completely for grant-
ed.   Nobody goes hungry because there 
isn’t enough food produced.  Repeat after 
me, “God is great and God is good, and we 
thank Him for this food.”
 I’ve always been aware that I didn’t 
have to worry about my weight.  I am 
thankful for that.  Oh, sure, I wish I had 
a full head of hair, that I didn’t have hay 
fever, or I could sing but, ya know, ya can’t 
have everything, so I’m thankful for what I 
do have.
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grateful that I have God in my life.  It would 
be bleak if our existence on Earth had no 
purpose, no meaning.  There wouldn’t be 
much point in having a Thanksgiving Day  
and that would hurt.  Because this Thursday 
I’ll be sitting at the table with my family, 
including Mother, who is ninety.  I count 
my blessings and thank God every time she 
smiles at me.
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THE HIGH PRICE OF HAY

through fly fishing and fly tying education 
and outings.”

The Rio Penasco project is in its fourth 
year and this year 20 vets, primarily from 
Ft. Bliss, fished under the guidance of 
17 MVFF volunteers.  Also volunteering 

were members of the Yucca CowBelles 
who prepared a pot-luck lunch for the 
event.   This is just another example of how 
New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau 
members serve not only their neighbors, 
but also those who serve us.
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	 Mesilla Valley Flyfishers volunteer Thom Wobbe  assists Sargent Bobby Somers. 
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Registration Form  

Name:_________________________

Address:_______________________

______________________________

______________________________

County:________________________

	 ___	Full Registration $75
	 (One person - all inclusive)

	 ___	Family Registration $150
	 (Includes parents and children)

	 ___Lunch Only $30

	 ___Breakfast only $30

	 ___	Banquet Only $50

Payment:
	 ___	Check (#)_______________ 
			 
	 ___	Bill County______________

Mail to: NMF&LB
		  2220 N. Telshor
		  Las Cruces, NM  88011

Questions?
		  call Ashley @ 575-532-4706

New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau
2011 Summer Conference

July 20 - 23, Inn of the Mountain Gods

Hotel Information
Conference room rate - $159

for room reservations call
1-800-545-9011 and ask for the 
New Mexico Farm Bureau room 

block rate (rate expires June 20th)

Wednesday, July 20th
YF&R Social Event
call Joel Alderete at
575-622-6415 for details

Thursday, July 21st
8:30am Board of Directors 	
	 Meeting

6:00pm Board of Directors 	
	 Dinner
	 (YF&R Mock Discussion 	
	 Meet will immediately
	 follow Board Dinner)

Friday, July 22nd
7:30am Registration
	 JC’s Coffee Shop

8:30am General session
	 Sherry Saylor, Arizona
	 AFBF Women’s
	 Committee Vice Chair

9:15am Jeff Witte
	 NM Secretary of
	 Agriculture

9:45am Industry Updates

10:30 “How to Reach out
	 and Touch Your
	 Representatives”		
	 (Lobbying 101)
	 Linda Johnson,
	 AFBF, Washington, D.C.

12:00 Lunch and additional 	
	 industry updates

1:30pm Keynote Speaker:
	 Mike Dana, Louisiana FB
	 “The Upside of the
	 Up	hill Battle; Explaining 	
	 to Consumers and the
	 Media why Agriculture
	 is Important ”

3:00pm Breakout Sessions
	 1. Women’s Leadership
	 Committee
	 Linda Johnson and
	 Sherry Saylor
	 2. A.I. and Palpitation
	 Certification Seminar
	 3. TBA

6:00pm Banquet

7:30pm Door Prizes, 
	 Announcements &
	 YF&R Live Auction

8:00pm Dance

Saturday, July 23rd
8:00am General Membership 	
	 Breakfast

9:00am Randall Singer, Ph.D.
	 University of Minnesota
	 “Hormone Use in
	 Livestock”

10:30am Closing Keynote
	 Bob Kinford, Texas
	 “A Cowboy Activist”

11:30am Adjourn

Don’t Forget!
The YF&R Silent Auction will be 
on Friday, July 22nd.  Bring your 

auction items and your checkbook!
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New Mexico Farm & 
Livestock  Bureau:

Your Connection to the 
Future of Agriculture  

				    by Matt Rush

New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau 
is the state’s largest and oldest private 
organization of farmers, ranchers and rural 
New Mexicans.  We represent more than 
16,000 farm and ranch families in all 33 
counties of the state. 

We were founded in 1917 in the fertile 
Mesilla Valley by farmers and ranchers 
who wanted an organization to represent 
their concerns. The organization is af-
filiated with the American Farm Bureau 
Federation with 6 million family members 
in all 50 states and Puerto Rico.

AFBF’s mission statement is “to make the 
business of farming more profitable, and 
the community a better place to live.  Farm 
Bureau should provide an organization in 
which members may secure the benefits 
of unified efforts in a way which could 
never be accomplished through individual 
effort.”  While issues and challenges have 
changed for America’s farmers and ranch-
ers over the past nine decades, the mission 
and goals of Farm Bureau have remained 
true to that spirit.  

Farm Bureau represents its members in the 
media, the state Legislature, and the U.S. 
Congress.  AFBF has been ranked as the 
most influential farm group in Washing-
ton DC.  Farm Bureau is nonpartisan, but 
politically active to achieve our member’s 
goals.

We have many programs for our members 
including leadership development through 
the Women’s Leadership Committee, the 
Young Farmers and Ranchers program 
and our Collegiate Farm Bureau chapter at 
NMSU.

You don’t have to be a farmer or rancher 
to be a member of Farm Bureau.  If you 
are interested in less government, lower 
taxes, and a safe and abundant supply 
of food and fiber, then Farm Bureau is 
YOUR organization.  Membership dues 
are $60 annually and help guarantee 
agriculture’s future for our children.  For 
membership information, please call
575-532-4703.
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