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THE HIGH PRICE OF HAY

In the southwest the price of hay can be
daunting to horse owners. I keep our ranch
horses up in the corral. When hay gets above
$10.00 a bale, I actually weigh each feeding!

Clyde has a little band of broodmares on his
southern California operation. His place is
sandwiched by irrigated alfalfa fields to the
west and 5,000 acres of desert to the east. To

Farm Bureau Family Hosts Healing

The sound of cottonwood trees being
rustled by a slight breeze combined with the
splashing water of the Rio Penasco made
for a relaxing sound track as participants in
Project Healing Waters and their volunteer
guides from the Mesilla Valley Flyfishers
tried their luck casting a line this past May.
The event was held at Jim and Earlene
Ellet’s ranch between Elk and Hope. When
you ask these Otero County Farm Bureau
members why they host the fishermen
they explain that “the soldiers deserve
the opportunity to relax. They’ve done so
much for our country, it’s the least we can
do to show our appreciation.”

The goal is not so much actually catching
fish, but finding a way for these war veterans
to soothe their nerves. Many are suffering
from post-traumatic stress disorder and
are constantly on-guard thus the National
Project healing Waters Flyfishing Project
was initiated. According to their website
they are “dedicated to the physical and
emotional rehabilitation of disabled active
military service personnel and veterans
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save money on his feed bill, the neighboring
farmer lets him pick up ‘tags’ after the field
is cut. Tags are what’s left after the baling is
complete.

One hot evening he and his faithful wife
and horse lover took their old ’85 Isuzu 4x4
diesel pickup into the neighbor’s field to pick
up tags. She drove slowly down the rows
followed by Clyde who was pitchforking hay
into the bed. She had to put the truck in first
and low to keep it slow enough for him to
keep up. It crawled along.

The ends of the rows where the baler turns
garners the most hay. As the pickup turned
sideways to Clyde, he tossed in a forkful.
‘It felt heavy,” he thought. He glanced up
and watched the hay float into the bed and
a 3 and a half foot snake, carried by its own
momentum, shoot out of the cloud of stems
and leaves, arc through the open window and
slap onto the dashboard!

He shouted a warning to his wife, which was
not necessary, she was already half-way to
the house! The truck puttered along in first
and low. Clyde raced to catch up! Running
along side the open driver’s door he reached
in for the ignition. The snake was now in the
seat and struck out at Clyde! Clyde fell back,
snagging the toe of his right boot on the heel

through fly fishing and fly tying education
and outings.”

The Rio Penasco project is in its fourth
year and this year 20 vets, primarily from
Ft. Bliss, fished under the guidance of
17 MVFF volunteers. Also volunteering

of his left, and cart-wheeled to the ground!
As he watched from the gopher’s eye-view,
the little pickup banged over a border ditch,
punched through the two strand hot-wire
fence and shoved its way into the mare
pasture. Upon seeing the clunking vehicle
coming their way dragging 300 feet of hot-
wire, the ten mares and one cocky stallion
stampeded across the pasture and crashed
through the hot wire on the other side! They
escaped into the desert.

Finally, the little truck stalled. Clyde’s wife
came to get him in the other pickup. It took
them 2 hours to find and gather the mares, in
the dark, and they went to bed exhausted.

Next day they went out to fix the fence. The
Isuzu squatted calmly in the morning sun,
both doors shut. Armed with a hoe Clyde
opened the door as his wife stood by with a
cell phone, sure that she would have to call
911 and report a snake bite victim. Clyde
poked and prodded around in the cab, then
carefully tilted the front seat forward. He
screamed! His wife screamed! Then he
fell back laughing, hysterical in relief. She
peeked inside. A grumpy gopher snake
looked up at her as if to say, “Why can’t we
all just get along?”

www.baxterblack.com

Waters

y Dalene Hodnett

were members of the Yucca CowBelles
who prepared a pot-luck lunch for the
event. This is just another example of how
New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau
members serve not only their neighbors,
but also those who serve us.

Mesilla Valley Flyfishers volunteer Thom Wobbe assists Sargent Bobby Somers.
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New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau

2011 Summer Conference

July 20 - 23, Inn of the Mountain Gods

Wednesday, July 20th
YF&R Social Event

call Joel Alderete at
575-622-6415 for details

Thursday, July 21st
&:30am Board of Directors
Meeting

6:00pm Board of Directors
Dinner
(YF&R Mock Discussion
Meet will immediately
follow Board Dinner)

Friday, July 22nd
7:30am Registration
JC’s Coftee Shop

&:30am General session
Sherry Saylor, Arizona

AFBF Women’s
Committee Vice Chair

9:15am Jeff Witte
NM Secretary of
Agriculture

9:45am Industry Updates

10:30 “How to Reach out
and Touch Your
Representatives”
(Lobbying 101)

Linda Johnson,
AFBF, Washington, D.C.

12:00 Lunch and additional
industry updates
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1:30pm Keynote Speaker:
Mike Dana, Louisiana FB
“The Upside of the
Uphill Battle; Explaining
to Consumers and the
Media why Agriculture
is Important

3:00pm Breakout Sessions
1. Women’s Leadership
Committee
Linda Johnson and
Sherry Saylor
2. A L. and Palpitation
Certification Seminar
3. TBA

6:00pm Banquet
7:30pm Door Prizes,

Announcements &
YF&R Live Auction

8:00pm Dance
Saturday, July 23rd

8:00am General Membership
Breakfast

9:00am Randall Singer, Ph.D.

University of Minnesota
“Hormone Use in
Livestock”

10:30am Closing Keynote
Bob Kinford, Texas
“A Cowboy Activist”

11:30am Adjourn

Don’t Forget!
The YF&R Silent Auction will be
on Friday, July 22nd. Bring your

auction items and your checkbook!

Hotel Information

Conference room rate - $159
for room reservations call
1-800-545-9011 and ask for the
New Mexico Farm Bureau room
block rate (rate expires June 20th)

Registration Form

Name:

ddress:

5---

County:

____Full Registration $75
(One person - all inclusive)

___Family Registration $150
(Includes parents and children)

___Lunch Only $30
___ Breakfast only $30
___Banquet Only $50

ayment:
__ Check (#)

___ Bill County

e RiGEEE L P R L EEEE

Mail to: NMF&LB
E 2220 N. Telshor
i Las Cruces, NM 88011

iQuestions?
' call Ashley @ 575-532-4706
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New Mexico Farm &
Livestock Bureau:
Your Connection to the

Future of Agriculture
by Matt Rush

New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau

is the state’s largest and oldest private
organization of farmers, ranchers and rural
New Mexicans. We represent more than
16,000 farm and ranch families in all 33
counties of the state.

We were founded in 1917 in the fertile
Mesilla Valley by farmers and ranchers
who wanted an organization to represent
their concerns. The organization is af-
filiated with the American Farm Bureau

Federation with 6 million family members
in all 50 states and Puerto Rico. ’\ ’x / e n OW

AFBF’s mission statement is “to make the
business of farming more profitable, and o

the community a better place to live. Farm h l h

Bureau should provide an organization in e a t ln S uran C e °
which members may secure the benefits
of unified efforts in a way which could
never be accomplished through individual
effort.” While issues and challenges have
changed for America’s farmers and ranch-
ers over the past nine decades, the mission

and goals of Farm Bureau have remained {SO nowyour blggest worry l's

true to that spirit.

Farm Bureau represents its members in the eatin g eno Ug h ﬁ b er. }
media, the state Legislature, and the U.S.
Congress. AFBF has been ranked as the
most influential farm group in Washing-
ton DC. Farm Bureau is nonpartisan, but
politically active to achieve our member’s

goals.
It’s comforting when you know the big things in life are handled.

We have many programs for our members
including leadership development through
the Women’s Leadership Committee, the
Young Farmers and Ranchers program
and our Collegiate Farm Bureau chapter at
NMSU.

We simplify the complexities of health insurance and provide

choices that fit your family’s needs.

When you NEED health insurance, we KNOW health insurance.

CALL YOUR FARM BUREAU AGENT TODAY.

You don’t have to be a farmer or rancher
to be a member of Farm Bureau. If you
are interested in less government, lower

taxes, and a safe and abundant supply r. =
of food and fiber, then Farm Bureau is '-®

YOUR organization. Membership dues FARM BUREAU .
$60 Il d hel N Blue Cross and Blue Shield
are. annually and help guarantee FINANCIAL SERVICES of New Mexico
agr1cu1ture’s future for our children. For Farm Bureau Financial Services is independent of, and not ADivision of Health Care Service Corporation, a Mutual
.. . a part of, Blue Cross and Blue Shicld of New Mexico. Legal Reserve Company, an independent Licensee of the
membershlp information, p]ease call Blue Cross and Blue Shicld Association.
575-532-4703. P303 HOT4NM [1-10)
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