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Johnson Appointed to AFBF YF&R Committee

Dustin Johnson, a rancher and farmer
from the Farmington area has been ap-
pointed to the American Farm Bureau
Federation’s national Young Farmers &
Ranchers Committee for the 2012-2014
term. The committee is comprised of 16
positions representing all regions of the
U.S. The Young Farmers & Ranchers
program includes both men and women
between the ages of 18-35.

“Congratulations to these young farmers
and ranchers, who are stepping up to serve
as national Farm Bureau leaders,” said
Bob Stallman, President of the American
Farm Bureau Federation. “As conscien-
tious and hard-working stewards of our
nation’s land, water and air, they take
seriously their role as food producers for
America’s consumers,” he added.

Dustin is a commercial cow/calf pro-
ducer in San Juan County and McKinley
County of New Mexico on the Navajo
Reservation. He and his family raise a 75
head Angus/Hereford herd that is able to
handle the high desert part of Northwest
New Mexico. They also raise a small flock
of Suffolk sheep on a combined 9,000
acres. He also helps his dad with the fam-
ily farm where they raise alfalfa hay. “I
have visited various tribal nations where
farming and ranching are the backbone of
the tribal economy. In my working career I
have learned and developed the apprecia-
tion of the interdependency of the working
world and how agriculture plays a very
crucial role in it,” said Johnson.

Matt Rush, Executive Vice President for
the New Mex1co Farm & Livestock Bu-

reau said “We are extremely excited that
Dustin has received this honor and know
he will do a great job in this position. As
a farmer and rancher he understands the
issues and how they affect food producers
in New Mexico.”

New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau Advertlsmg Campalgn Update

If you’ve been driving in the Albu-
querque/Santa Fe metro area lately you
may have seen or heard the results of our
most recent marketing campaign. The
campaign started with a directive from
the State Board and progressed to hiring
a marketing firm, to developing a theme,
to distributing our message through radio
commercials and billboards along I-25.

The campaign has a sentimental focus
with the goal of creating a “feel good”
connection between consumers and pro-
ducers. Towards that end, three families
were chosen that represent farmers and
ranchers across the state. Donald Mar-
tinez and his family ranch in Rio Arriba
County, the Trina Sanchez family whose
farm and ranch is an original Spanish
Land Grant in Valencia County, and Matt
Lansford and his family who tfarm on the
east side.

Choosing these families allowed us to
highlight different aspects of the campaign

including the importance of the family
farm, that in New Mexico food is grown
locally and that agriculture is sustainable
since New Mexico hosts generations of
1farrcrllers and ranchers on the same family
and.

The messaging — New Mexico Farmers
and Ranchers GROW — futures, families,
generations and sustainability — empha-
sizes the concepts that were important for
the campaign: That New Mexico farmers
and ranchers provide the food we eat, that
we are local, we are your neighbors and
we’ve been doing this for a long time.
The billboards also point viewers to our
new consumer-driven website
www.grownewmexico.com which
reinforces those messages in a way that
encourages consumer participation.

The radio commercials support the
campaign by repeating the messages and
print advertising will identify the families
featured on the billboards and talk about

S (Remembrance

where they are from and what they pro-
duce. This effort will go far in reinforcing
the message that New Mexico farmers

and ranchers are your neighbors, they are
sustaining the economy, and are producing
local food.

Since print ads are less concise than
billboards, here we will expand on tertiary
messages such as farmers and ranchers
care for our animals, the land and the envi-
ronment; New Mexico grown food is safe
and affordable; eating New Mexico grown
food is eating local.

Is your county interested in participating
in the marketing campaign? Any county
farm bureau can sponsor billboards,
print ads or radio commercials by calling
Dalene Hodnett, Director of Communica-
tions and Media Relations at 575-532-
4785 or email her at dalene.hodnett@
nmfarmbureau.org. She will coordinate
with your local media outlets to get the
message out in your area.

Rush Named to State Fair Commission

Governor Susana Martinez has appointed New Mexico Farm &

John Van Sweden, age 64, of Raton, NM, passed away
Tuesday, December 13, 2011. He was born June 6, 1947 in
Tucumcari, NM, the son of Jacob and Ruth Bell-Van Sweden.
John Van Sweden was a well loved and respected son, brother,
husband, father and grandfather, nephew, uncle and friend to
many people nation-wide and to some around the world. He
was a pillar in his family, church and community. He served
as President of the New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau for
10 years from 1992 — 2002. According to his family, besides
being a successful cattle rancher, hunting guide and farmer, he
made the best banana nut bread, oatmeal cookies and cherry
pie around. He is preceded in death by his parents, and grand-
son Jedrek Stolarezyk. He is survived by his wife Christy of the
home, one daughter Misty Richey and husband Jim of Raton,
one son Jason John Van Sweden and wife Viviann of Raton,
three sisters, three brothers, and seven grandchildren.

Condolences to the family.
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Livestock Bureau Executive Vice President Matt Rush to the State
Fair Commission. Rush owns and operates Rush Cattle Company,
a family business that specializes in farming and cattle ranching.
He also currently serves on the board of directors for the American
Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture.

“The State Fair is at its heart an agricultural institution and I am
excited about being a part of it. Generations of New Mexico farm-
ers and ranchers have participated in the state fair and its livestock
shows and we want to maintain its viability for future generations
of FFA and 4-H members,” said Rush. Expo New Mexico, the 236-
acre fairgrounds that hosts the State Fair, 1s nearly $2 million in
debt and the fair attracted 399,529 attendees in 2011, a 7.1 percent
decline from 2010.

Rush acknowledged the fair has experienced some financial
problems of late but explained “We have a supportive governor in
Susana Martinez and I have confidence in my fellow commission-
ers that we can generate some innovative ways to bring profitabil-
ity back to the fair.” Fair-goers can expect a continuation of the
Monday-Tuesday closures but the reinstatement of the Park and
Ride program for the 2012 season should help bring more revenue
through the gate.
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Farm Bureau Agents
Make Insurance Simple.

When it comes to protecting your family, home, vehicles or business, you can
count on your local Farm Bureau agent to make insurance simple. Call your agent
today to make sure you have the right coverage in place to meet your needs.

Auto

Home

Life

Annuities

Visit www.fbfs.com to sign up for

our free e-newsletter. It’s filled with

useful tips to help you protect your FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

family and save time and money.

Insurance < Investments

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC.
Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company**, Western Agricultural Insurance Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company**/West Des Moines, IA.
*Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2011 FBL Financial Group, Inc. M095-ML (11-11)
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